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W; ELI and MARY, by the grace of 
God, King and Queen of England, Scotland, 
France, and Treland, Defenders of the Faith, 


Sc. To all to whom these presents shall 


tain Act, lately made in Parliament, entituled, 


come, greeting. Whereas in and by a cer- Recitatof the * 


Act th & 6th 
Will. & Mary, 


An Act for granting to their Majesties Seve-. . 20, page 


of ships 
and vessels, and upon beer, ale, and other 


and advantages, in 


the sum of fifteen hundred thousand pounds, 


5 towards carry! n 8 0 on the war against Rane, - 


A2 W 4 * * 5 * = — 


liquors, for securing certain recompences = 
te said act mentioned, 
to such persons as Shall voluntarily advance _ 


> £5 GE Hy "= Rp 
TS. „„ 8 7 
n P 
* — 5 2 J f 7 
wi 
4 + 2 © * > : 
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4 CHARTER OF THE 


It is amongst other thin gs enacted, That 15 
for and during the term of four years, 


commencing from the first day of June, in 


the year of our Lord 1694, there should be 
throughout the kingdom of England, domi- 


nion of Vales, and town of Berwick upon 


Tweed, raised, levyed, collected and paid 


for and upon the tonnage of all ships and 


vessels, wherein at any time or times, and 
for every time during the said term of four 


years, there should be imported any goods 5 


or merchandizes into this kingdom of Eng- 


land, dominion of Wales, or town of Ber- 


wick upon Tweed, from any parts, places, | 


or countries, in the said act mentioned, 


and wherein, ; during the said term, there | 


should be carried coastwise from any port, 
member or creek, in the kingdom of Eng- 
\, land, dominion of Wales, or town of Berwick 


upon Tweed, unto any other port, creek or 
member within the same kingdom, domi- 


Won, port, or town, the several and re- 


spective rates, impositions, duties and sums 


of money, in the said act mentioned. And 


that from and after the seventeenth day 
of May, which shall be in the year of our 


.W 


% r x AI To 


5 aforesaid, in case the said weekly payments | 
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Lon God 1697, there shall be throughout 
the said kingdom of England, dominion of 


raised, levyed, collected and paid unto us, 
our heirs and successors, for beer, ale, 
syder, and other liquors, certain additional 


rates or duties of excise, in the said act P. * 


particularly expressed, and that weekly, to 
wit, on Wednesday in every week, if it be 


not an holiday, and if it be, then the next 


day after that is not an holiday, all and 
every the monies arising by the rates and 


} duties by the said act granted, should be 
Paid into the receipt of the Exchequer, 
under certain penalties therein mentioned. p, 339. 


And that yearly and every year, reckoning 
the first year to. begin from the first day of 

June, in the year of our Lord 1694, the full 
zum of one hundred and forty thousand 


pounds, by or out of the said monies to 
arise by the said several duties upon the 


annage of ships and vessels, and by the 
said rates and duties of excise, OT any of 
them, and to be brought into the receipt 
quer by weekly payments as 


| CHARTER: OF THE 


a Shall extend thereunto; should be the Whole | 


and entire yearly fond: And in case the 
said weekly payments should not amount 


to one hundred and forty thousand pounds 
fer ann. then the said weekly monies, or 


payments, so far as the same will extend; 
should be part of the yearly fond for and 


towards the answering and paying of the 
several annuities, and other purposes in the 


said act expressed: and in case the said 
duties | upon the tonnage of ships and 
vessels, and the said rates and duties of 
excise, or any of them, should at any 
time or times, appear to be so deficient 


or low in the N of the same, as that 


| afoveda, the weekly: Far upon che | 
said rates or duties, or any of them, shall 


not amount to so much as one hundred 


and forty thousand pounds, or to so much 


as shall be sufficient to discharge and 
satisfy the said several and respective an- 
nuities, and other benefits or advantages, 
by the said act intended or appointed to 
be paid within or for the same year re- 
Spectively. That then, and so often, and 


BANK OF ENGLAND. 7 


in every such Case, the Commissioners of : 
our Treasury, and the Under-Treasurer of 
the Exchequer now being, and the Trea- 
surer and Under- Treasurer of the Ex- 
che quer, or Commissioners of the Treasury 
for the time being, are thereby strictly en- 


1 joined and required, by virtue of the said 


act, and without any further or other 
varrant to be sued for, had or obtained 
from us, our heirs or successors in this 


behalf, to cause every such deficiency to be 
mat 


e good, by applying, 1 issuing or paying 
so much of any treasure or revenue be- 


longing or to belong unto us, our heirs or 
successors, not being appropriated to any 
particular use or uses, by any act or acts 


of parliament, towards the discharging or 


paying of the said annuities, or other 


benefits or advantages, appointed to be 
paid by the said act, as together with the 

monies which shall have been brought into 
the said receipt, of or for the said several 


rates or duties, shall be sufficient to pay 


ff and discharge, and shall compleatly pay 


eff and discharge all the monies; which 
Within the same year respectively shall be 


3 3 ———ĩů—————— 


P. 341. 


8 CHARTER OF THEY 


grown due, or in to be paid upon he 


said annuities, or other 


Wo. according to the true intent and 
meaning of the said/a&t... And. it is there- 


f ee e enacted, That it should and 
might be lawful to and. for us, by Com- 
mission under the Great Seat of meet 
to authorize and appoint any! nu 


persons to take and receive all ws vol 


tary subscriptions, as should be made on 


on before the first day of: Augustz in the 
year of our Lord 1694, by any person on 


tack or corporate, for and tow 


ing into the receipt of the 


en he. sum of twelve Hundred 
Our ds, part of tlie sum of- fifteen 


thousand 
hundred thousand pounds, in the sai 


mentioned; and that the yearly sum of 


one hunc 


ed thousand pounds, part of the 


said! yearly. sum of one Hundred and forty: - 
thousand pounds, arising by and out of tlis 
duties and impositions aforementioned, 
should! be applied; issued; and? directed, 
andi is thereby ee use and |: 
e such Pede and persons, 


benefits or advar 5 


| ann, natives p foreigners, bodies poli 17 


into the said receipt of Exchequer; to the 
uses and Es: of suck subseribers 


. 


BARE 6P ENELAND. 9 


bodies politick and corporate, as Shauld 
125 ke such voluntary substriptions and 
zents, their heirs, suecessors of age 
nes And that each weekly or other 
payment, arising by and out of che said 
duties and impositiens, should by he 
auditor of the receipt of the Exchequer 
from time to time, as the same shall be 
paid in, be separated and divided into five 
seventh parts, and two seventh parts, and 
hat the said five sevefith parts of the said 
eral payments, arising by and out of 


3 rk duties and impositions aföresaid, and 


80 set apart, shall be apprepriated for arid 


* the payment and satisfactien of 


the-eaid yearly 6um of one hundred the- 


Sand ee and shall from time to titnie 


zued and paid, as the same shall come 


ibuto 1 Ty” heirs, sueceessotS, 


tribute ber And we the” raising and 


paying into the said receipt of Exchequer, 


the N sum of twelve hun 
pounds. . And that it 1 


portion thereof, may be assignable Or trans- 


W. FER OF THE. 
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ace sum 4 5 ads par eee nd 
pounds, and the said yearly sum of one 
hundred thousand pounds, part of the said 


yearly sum of one hundred and forty thou- 


sand pounds, and every or any part or pro- 


ferable, assigned or transferred to such 
person or persons l as shall freely and 
voluntarily accept of the same, and not 
otherwise; and to incorporate all and every 
such subscribers and contributors, their 
Heirs, successors, or assignees, to be one 
body corporate and politick, by the name 
of The Governor and Company of the Bank of || 
England, to have perpetual succession, and 
with such privileges and powers, and t 
be under such rules as are therein men- 
tioned; subject nevertheless to 4 certain 
ping or condition of redemption in the n 


ain ed. Ang. it is * fur⸗- 


| hun Ire, 


sum * ry edel thousahd pounds 


P. 344. 


shall not be advanced. and paid into the 


receipt of the Exchequer before the first 


1 day of January, Which shall be in the year . 
of our Lord one thousand six hundred 


and ninety four, that then the subscribers 


and contributors for and tow ards the rais- 


ing and paying the said sum of twelve 


sum of fifteen hundred thousand pounds, 


their heirs; suecessors, and assignees, shall 
only have and receive so much, and such 


part and proportion to the said sum and 


shall be after the rate of eight pounds per 
tent. per annum. And for the better and 
more speedy payment of the said yearly 


* 


sum of one hundred thousand pounds, the 


commissioners of our Treasury, and the 
under-treasurer of the Exchequer now be⸗ 


ing, and tt 


e high-treasurer and under- 


treasurer or commissioners of the Treasr ury 
for the time being, are thereby strictly en- 


joined and required by virtue of the said 


act, and without any further or other 


thousand pounds, part of the said 


sums 80 respectively paid and advanced, as 


P. g46. 
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nent to 1 - sued for, had or O 
trom us, aur beirs, or $UCCESSC 
rect their warrants. ye: 
of the said yearly sum of one hundred 
thousand pounds to the contributors of 
the said sum of twelve hundred thousanc 
pounds, in such manner and proportions. 


Adel 8 and enjoined. to. ie t 


ARTER OF. ru 


cly for the paymen * 


. are therein, Gan * *PP dointed, 2 


monies $0 set apart for the uses aforemen- 9 


tioned, from time to tines without any fee 


or reward, and 


bythe cad act to be and. e te 
aid act is contained a proviso, That in 
case the whole sum of twelve hundred 


Dauud 1 or a NNE - thereof, 


enacted, That, any monies, payabl w any 
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thereunto had) may more e fully aphrat 
F And whereas, in mme. 4 the! paid act, Recital of the 


Conunission. | 


| day of June, now last past, aominate, con- 
Stitute, authorize and appoint our ; trusty 
and well- beloved Sir William Asbburs, 
Knight, Mayor of our city of Landen, & c. 
Here follows the names of the Comumi asianers] 
to be our Commissioners, to take and re- 
ceive all such voluntary subseriptions as 
: d be made on or before the said first 
Foe of August, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand six hundred ninety. four, by any 
person or persons, natives ox fore 
by or for any body olitick or corpor 
or towards the raising and paying — said 
| | "hip of twelve hundred thousand pounds, 
part: of the sad sum nnn 
3 


+4 * +4 * 
N $$ Iv : 5 . 
F . 4 4 * 7 5 2 
9 ad 4 * f O's PR 
en "2d 


Ar 


e 
—— —— — 
argc: 


and by the same, promise and 


MM AREA 67 FuE 


thousand bo 11 


ads, in the said act ment 
oned, with power and direction to them, 
or such or so many of them as are thereby 
authorized and appointed to take such 
subseriptions, and to do and perform such 


ings in relation thereunto; 


matters and th 
as are thereby enjoined; And we did in 
eclare; that 
in case the whole sum of twelve hundred . 
thousand pounds, or the moiety or any 
greater part thereof, should be subscribed 
on the said act, or in pursuance of the sad 
commission, on or before the said first da 
of August then next ensuing, that then we, 
our heirs or successors, should and would 
immediately after the said first day of Au- 
gust, or so soon as twelve hundred thousand 
pounds should be subscribed as aforesaid, 
(which of them should first happen) grant 
and make forth our Royal Charter, or Let- 
ters Patents, under the Great Seal of Eng- 
land, and thereby incorporate all and every 
such subscribers and contributors, who 
should be then living, and who should 
not have assigned their interest in their said 
subscriptions; and in case any of them 


cessors and assignees, according and 


3 ; * 
"os 5 5 * wh 


scribers; and in case any of the said sub- 


scribers should have assigned their inter 


A OA” 2 


name. of, Te Governor and Company of the 
Bank of England, with such powers, capa - 
cities, Privileges, benefits, liberties and ad- 


Vantages, and under and subject to such 
rules, restrictions, power of redemption, 


provisoes, limitations and clauses as are 


3 therein mentioned or ref erred unto. And 
we did thereby for us, our heirs and SUC> 
cessors, declare, limit, direct and appoint, 


That the whole sum qr amount of all and 


every the sum and sums of money as should 
be suhscribed and paid as aforesaid, should 


and be called, accepted, esteemed, re- 


proportion to the sum or sums of. money, 
by him, her, or them respectively subscribed 


and paid thereunto, should have, and be 
deemed to have an interest or share in the 


5 
rs 1 Se a 5 pf; such sub- 


Wi their said subscriptions, in all such 


cases the assignees of such subscribers to 
be one body corporate and politick, by the 


dae and taken a common capital and 
principal stock, and all and every person 
and persons, his, her and their heirs, suc- 


16 CHARTER HF run 
wk principal stock, and 


yearly fond, gratited by the: said at "of E 
parliament ab aforesaid, and that such 
interest or share, or any part thereof, 
should be aséignable and | transferable; 
and should and might be assigned and 
transferred by any person or persons, in- 
tituled thereunto, to any other person or 


persons, and 80 over as fully and effectually 


as any other. interest whatsoever is by law 


assignable, so as such assignments or trans- 
ferances should be made in writing, and 
be entered or registered in such manner 
as Bs heręafter mentioned, (that is to say) 


all assignments or transferances which 
should be made on or before the said first 
day of August next ensuing, or the full and 
compleat subscribing of the said twelve 


hundred thousand pounds (which should 


first happen) and before the granting of 
these presents, were thereby directed to be 


entered or registered in the office of the 


auditor of the receipt of our Exchequer, 


within six days after the making of the 


gaid respective assignments; and all as- 


| + prac or transferances which hould 


ich 


nd 


vii © of ENGLAND. 


3% 
| 7 


be aide after the granting of this our char- 


ter of incorporation should be made, en- 
tered and registered in such form as should 


be prescribed in these Presents. 
the said commission are contained several 


And in 


other powers, directions, agreements, clau- 
ses, matters and things, as in and by the 


the whole to the 


same, relation being thereunto had, more 
fully and at large appears. 
it appears by duplicates transmitted into 
the office of the auditor of the receipt of ditor's office. 
our Exchequer, under the hands and seals 
of five or more of our said commissioners, 
being a competent and sufficient number 
for that purpose, and made in pursuance of 
our directions in the said commission con- 
tained, that Several Sums amounting in 
m of twelve hundred 
thousand pounds, / have been su bscribed, 
and the first fourth part thereof paid to our 
said commissioners, or some of RG Pare. 
suant to the said act of parliame 


And whereas Recital of the 
duplicates 

transmitted 
into the Au- 


before the second day of July lot; past, by . 


or for Sir William Asbburs, Knight, Mayor 
of our city of London, &c. [Here follows the 
names of the soveral ere Now know 


2 


C | 


bo. » 


Incorporat- 
ing clause. 
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ye, Gt we being desirous to promote the 
| publick good and benefit of our people, 
which in these e are e eb 0 | 


fo Bs — —— 
. 


—— ＋ꝙꝙ—Eà—ä—ÿñ qr 


—— — — — by ute —— — s Ain 


eaves "of all such as A eres "8 
contributed according to the said act of 


parliament, and our said commission there- 


upon issued, their heirs, successors, and as- 


signees respectively, and in pursuance as 
well of the powers and clauses for this pur- 


pose, contained in the said act of parlia- 
ment, as of our gracious promise and de- 


claration, made in or by our said commis- 
sion, or Letters Patetits, under the Great 


Seal of England, whereby the subscriptions 


and contributions on the said act have been 


our prerogative royal, and likewise of our 


especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere 
motion, Have given, granted, made, or- 


dained, constituted, declared, appointed, 


and established, and by these presents, for 


us, our heirs and successors, do give, grant, 
make, ordain, constitute, declare, appoint 


and establish, that the said Sir William Ab- 


burst, &c. [Here the Names of the said several 


j 
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_ wbscribers are repeated] and all and every 


other person and persons, natives and fo- 
reigners, bodies politick or corporate, who, 


cover and above the persons before especially 
named, have, at any time or times before 


the making of these presents, subscribed and 
contributed any sum or sums of money 


towards the said sum of twelve hundred 
thousand pounds so subscribed, pursuant 


to the said act, and our said commission, 
and have paid the fourth part thereof upon 


their said subscriptions, and who are now 
living or existent, and have not assigned 


their interest in the said subscriptions; and 
all and every the heirs and successors of any 


of the said original subscribers, who are 


now dead, and have not in their life-times 
assigned their interests in the said sub- 
scriptions, and the heirs and successors of 
such of the said assignees who are now 
dead, and did not in their life-times assign 
or depart with their interest in the said 
stock and annual fond, and all and every 
person and persons, natives or foreigners, 


bodies politick and corporate, who, either as 


original subscribers of the said sum of 


2909 CHARTER OF THE” } 


twelve hundred tt ousand pounds 80 sub- 
scribed, and not having parted with their 
interests in their subscriptions, or as heirs, 
SUCCESSOTS, or assignees $707) by any other ö I 
lawful title derived, or to be derived from, 
by, or under the said original subscribers of 
the said sum of twelve hundred thousand 
, Portis so subscribed, or any of them 
now have, or at any Ki or times here- 
after shall have, or be entituled to 
any part, share, or interest of or in the 
principal or capital stock of the said cor- 9 
poration, or the said yearly fond of one 
hundred thousand poutids, granted by the 
il ; said act of Parliament, or any part thereof, 
my „„ so long as they respectively shall have any 
WE + such part, share, or interest therein, shall 
be, and be called one body politick and 
corporate, of themselves, in deed and in 
. ; name, by the name The Governor and 
| Company of the Bank of England; and them 
by that name, one body politick and cor- 
porate, in deed and in name, We 
[Es do, for us, our heirs and successors, 
make, create, erect, establish, and confirm 
for ever, by these presents, and by the same 
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perpetual succession, and shall and may 
have and use a common seal, for the use, 


8 business, or affairs of the said body politick 
and corporate, and their successors, with 
power to break, alter, and to make anew 


their seal from time to time, at their plea- 


name, they and their successors shall have : 


May have a 
common «cal. 


sure, and as they shall see cause. And by 


the same name, they and their successors 
in all times coming, shall be able and capa- 
ble in law, to have, take, purchase, receive, 


hold, keep, possess, enjoy, and retain to 
them and their successors any manors, mes- 
3 s$uages, lands, rents, tenements, liberties, 
privileges, franchises, hereditaments, and 
possessions whatsoever, and of what kind, 


nature, or quality soever; and moreover, 


to purchase and acquire all goods and chat- 


tels whatsoever, wherein they are not re- 


4 strained by the said act, and also to sell, 


May pur- 
chase and 
hold. 


grant, demise, alien, and dispose of the 


same manors, messuages, lands, rents, 


tenements, privileges, franchises, here- 
ditaments, possessions, goods and chattels, 
or any of them. And by the same 


name, they and their successors shall and 


1 


Sue and be 
sued. 


E F% 
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may sue aud implead, and be wa and i im- 
pleaded; answer and defend, and be an- 


| swered and defended in courts of record, 


or any other place whatsoever, and before 


. whatsoever judges, justices, officers, and 


ministers of us, our heirs, and successors; 


and in all and singular pleas, actions, 


suits, causes, and demands whatsoever, 


of what kind, nature, or sort soever, 
and in as large, ample, and beneficial 
manner and form as any other body po- 


litick and corporate, or any other the liege 


people of England, or other our dominions, 


being persons able and capable in law, 


may or can have, take, purchase, receive, 
hold, keep, possess, enjoy, sell, grant, de- 
mise, alien, dispose, sue, implead, defend, 


or answer, or be sued, impleaded, defend- | 


ed, or answered in any manner of wise, 


and shall and may do and execute all 


and singular other matters and things by 


the name aforesaid, that to them shall or 
may appertain to do, by virtue of the said 


Subject to re- 


demption. 


act or otherwise; subject nevertheless to 
the proviso and condition of redemption, in 
the said act mentioned. And to all and 
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every other clauses, provisoes add con- 
ditions in the said act contained. And we Subccribers 


and assignees 


do hereby declare that all persons, having halt bers 
any interest or part in the capital stock or 1 
fond of the said corporation, either as 
original subscribers, or by assignments, or 

as heirs or otherwise, shall be, and be 
esteemed members of the said corpo- 
ration, and shall be admitted into 

the same without any fee or charge what- 
soever. And we do hereby for us, our heirs, Subscription 
and successors, declare, limit, direct and ck. 
appoint, that the aforesaid sum of twelve | 
hundred thousand pounds so subscribed as 
aforsaid, shall be, and be called, accepted, 
esteemed, reputed and taken, The common 

capital and principal Stock of the corporation 

hereby constitufed. And all and every person Subscribers 
and persons, his, her, and their heirs, suc- urs in the 
cessors and assignees, according and in pro- fond. "Ye 
portion to the sum or sums of money by 

him, her or them respectively subscribed ads 
aforesaid, shall have, and be deemed to 

have an interest or share in the said princi- 

pal stock, and of and in the yearly fond of 

one hundred thousand pounds, granted by 


the said act of parliament. And we do Jon tf 


7 


CHARTER OF THE 
| N toes us, our heirs and successors, 


authorize, enjoin and require the commis- 


sioners of our treasury, and under-treasurer 
of our Exchequer now being, and the high 
treasurer, commissioners of the treasury, 
and under-treasurer of ug, our heirs and 
successors for the time being, without any 
further or other warrant to be had, or ob- 
tained from us, our heirs or successors, to 
direct their warrants, and orders, according 
to the said act, for the payment of the said 
yearly sum of one hundred thousand pounds, 
by, and out of the five seventh parts (the 
whole into seven equal parts to be divided) 
of the monies arising by the rates and du- 
ties granted by the said act, and thereby 
appointed to be kept apart for the payment 


Hof the said yearly fond of one hundred 


thousand pounds to the said Governor and 


Company of the Bank of England, and their 


successors for ever, under and subject ne- 
vertheless to the payment of the issues, 
fines, amerciaments, and debts upon judg . 
ments against the said corporation, accord 
ing to the purport of the said act. The first 
year to be reckoned to begin from the first 
day of June, in the year of our Lord Christ, 


- 
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| nd 
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of us, oi 
for the time being, from time to time, to 


: eee 


1 e hereby 1 dreck e * the co 


e en of our treasury, and the trea- 
surer, commissioners of the treasury, and 


nder-treasurer of the Exchequer, and the 


aer of the receipt of our Exchequer, 


nd all other the officers: of the Exchequer, - 
r heirs: and successors, nom, and 


issue and pay the said five seventh parts of 


the monies arising by the duties p granted by 
the said act, or so much thereof as shall be 
sufficient for this purpose, to the said Go- 
vernor and Company of the Bank of England, 
| __ ove successors, by weekly payments, 


ise, as the same, or any part 
Went, shall from time to time come into 


the receipt of the Exchequer, for and to- 
Wards satisfaction 

one hundred thousand pounds. And in 
case five seventh parts of the said weekly 


of the said yearly sum of 


dayments, in the said act mentioned, and 


— er the, e fond, for the res 


Tie Said SUDST 1 JETS, shall not 
anto 50 enten the yearly sum of 
one hundred thousand pounds, which is 


aid corporation ie eecebe, % den * 4 
hereby, fot us, our heirs and success 
grant and agree to and with 10 


3 arte 1 3 
vernor and Company, and their successors, 
that five seventh parts of the said weekly 
monies or payments, so far as the same 
will extend, shall be part of the said yearly 
fond of one hundred thousand pounds; 
and in case the said duties, by the said 
at granted, or or any of them, shall at any 
time or times appear to be so deficient or 
low in the produce of the same, as that 
within any one year, to be n eee from 
the first day of June, as aforesaid, five 
| ent partef the weakly payments upon 
the same rates and duties, or any of 
, shall not amount to s much a5 
one hundred thousand pounds within, or 
for the same year respectively, that then, 
and so often, and in every such case, we 
do hereby authorize, enjoin, and require 
the commissioners of our Treasury, and 
the eme. of the e now 
| nn und the treasurer and ame 


. 


1 


z y y dg - 


fort he and. without. any — n 


warrant to be sued far, had or 


obt n from us, our heirs or or successo 


18. 8 iency = AR made good, by e 


n or — 80 n hy n trea-· 


eee eee or angle parlia- 
nada: towards the d discharging or paying 
eee ee of one hundred 


thousand pounds, as together with five 


seventh parts of the monies which shall 


have been brought into the receipt of the 


Exchequer, of or for the said several rates 
uties by the said act granted, shall. bs 


e to nn off and discharge, and 


pounds, eee to he true intent 3 


— — of en e 


Ang for the better ordering 
| In ; the ad. and. the 


cession of persons to be 


we do by these presents, for us, 
our heir and successors, gra nt unto the 


of England, 4 and ho successors, 
wes ordain and appoint, tha 
- members aſt the said company). a governor, 


a deputy-governor, and twe ty four direc- 


tors of, and in the said corporation; which 
governor, e eee and directors, 
or any thirteen or more of them (of which 
the governor or deputy-governor to be al- 
2 _— ad be, and be called a court 


* 1 
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1 c x bid 2 fs 
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First gover- 
nor. 


who 0 18 en for th. 


rity of the said subscribers, having frve bun- 


ae pound 


in the said capital 


— 


makir 8 and — a continual ' 81 C5: 


d directors 8 ahi said corpo- 


at 8 schall 
e to time for ever, (of the 


he ordering, managin 81 
the affairs of the said corpo- 
ration, and shall have such powers and pri- 
vileges as are herein after mentioned. And 
ue do hereby nominate, constitute, ord in 
and appoint, that Sir obn 1 Houblot,; Knight, 5 


frey, © 


Sir; Fames Houblen, Sir HViliam ( 


or ENGLAND. 


BANK 


N * 


pursuant 0 


vernor. And that Sir Jobn 


. "NO Scawen, Sir Henry Furnese, ph T 50 


mas Abney, Sir William Hedges, Knts. Brook” 


Bridges, James Bateman, George Boddington, 


Edward Clerle, fames Denew, Thomas God- 


dard,” Abraham  Houblon, Gilbert Heatheote, 


| Theodore Janssen, " Yohn Lordell, Samuel | 


Lethieullier, "William Paterson, Robe 


worth, Fohm Smith of Beaufort Building, Oba= 
diab Sedgwick, Nathaniel Tench, and John 
Ward, Esqrs. who are severally chosen in like 


manner, by a majo 


shall be the present, and first directors of 
the said corporation. And the said gover- Continuance 


2ontinue in POOR ot Ln offices 


rear ef our 


0 cer ain clauses in our sald om 
mission contained, hall be the present 
and first gove nor. And th: 70 od. 
Esq. who is ad! in like manner, | 
shall be the present, and first deputy-g 
Tb on, ws Bart. First twenty - 
> Sir tors. 


SOS. R 
2 


ority of like subscribers, 


in their offi- 


, deputy=governor, and director 8, Shall ces. 

ntil the 

darch, which shall be 1 in 
Ie yea -ord, one thousand six 

h u ndred ninety six, and e others shall 

y chosen in their respective offices, 
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| Notice of e of ge- ness concerning the same, publick notice 


%% enen or 7 
and sworn into the same, unless they, or a 
ef m—_—_ a sponer die, or be removed, as 

18 Here) uc tioned. Aal we de fur- 
by these + prens for us, our n 8 
Governor and Company of the Ba 1 ee. 
appoint; oa it chal ak may be e way 

and for all and every the members of the 
aid — or body politick, from 
time to time, to assemble and meet toge- 


ther at any convenient place. or places for | 
des ones: of their RR 


avernor, deputy-gover- 

;CLOTS, and tor the making 
e — rules, orders or direc- 
tions for the government of the said corn 
nen and for any other affairs or busi- 


thereof b being first given by writing, to be 
- affixed upon the Royal Exchange in London, 
two days at least m the time = appoint 
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Tr 


5 
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ner as herein after is Grecte ted. 
all succeeding go 


r Ee ei 


present at such elec 


BANK OF EN 
— at such times, 2 as auth man- 


vernors, deputy-gover- 
nors, and directors of the said corporation, 


shall from and after the five and twentietn 
day of March, in the year of our Lord, one 
thousand six hundred ninety six, be yearly 


ers of the said corporation, on some 


rity of votes of all and every of the members 
of the said corporation, having then each of 
hem in their own right five hundred 
pounds, or more, share or interest in the 


nd successively chosen for ever, out of the 


nt that Election of 


succeeding 


governor, de- 
puty-gover- 


wy _ di- 


day or days, or times, between the five and 
twentieth day of March, and the twenty- 
alt day of April in each year, by the majo- 


said capital stock and fond of the said 


corporation, and who shall be pe 2 


have: and * one vote, 0 no more; 


and respectively continue in their respective 
offices to which they shall be severally elect· 
<= for one yea hoping n others n eme, 


nors, deat e $0 chosen, shall meh 


tre ihe T mme by m members 
ed to vote in manner err in the 
room of those dead, removed, or avoidec 5 7 
absenee of the gover 201 e th 

same power as a governor. ' 
N we do-hereb 5 


: ____ Governor 
5 absent. 
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Nt . of tors. 
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person or Perbons Shall „be, or be 
ee qualified, or capable to be an 
ne ee or _— ve any vi 
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have in his, her, or their name and right, 
and for his, her, or their own use, and 
not in trust for any other, five hundred 


ee or more, share or interest in the 


said capital stock of the said corporation: 


And who also shall not at the time of 


holding any such general court, take the 
oath hereafter mentioned, if required 


or any two or more of the directors of the 
said corporation; viz. I A. B. do swear, chat 


the sum of froe hundred pounds, or more, of the 


capital stock of the body politick, called by the 
name of the Governor and Company of the Bank 
of England, doth at this time belong to me, in 
my own right, and not in trust for any other 


that no one member of the said corpora- 

tion, shall in any election of governor, de- 

puty-governor, director, or other officer of 

the said corporation, or in any the business 
— 8 


thereunto by any member or members 
of the said corporation then present, 
having each five hundred pounds share or 
interest, at least, in the said capital stock, 
before the governor, or deputy-governor, 


Oath of elec- 


” 


person or persons whatsoever. And we do None to have 
above one 


hereby constitute, ordain, and appoint, vote. 
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Proviso for 


Quakers. 


. 3 on Fa: — A uh at 3 time 

of holding such general court, as aforesaid, 

shall have five hundred pounds interest or 
share, or more, in the said capital stock, 
and shall then (if thereunto required by 
any: member or members of the said cor- 
poration then present, having each five 
hundred pounds share or interest, at least, 
in the said capital stock) make and sign 
the following declaration, to wit, J A. B. 
do sincerely and Solemnly declare, in the presence 
of God, that the um of frve hundred pounds, or 
more, of the capital stock of the body politicł, 
called by the name of the Governor and Com- 
pany of the Bank of England, doth at this 
R time belong to me, in my 0wn right, and not 
"$a in trust for any other person or persons whatso- 
U , Shall be capable of having a vote at 


any general court of the said corporation, 
Power to ad- 


minister the And wwe do, by these presents, for us, our 


oaths and 


— to heirs and Feten der 8, give f all | Power and 
El Ore, 
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OF 10 to the governor, ape 
overnor, or any two or more of the direc-' 
ors of the said corporation for the time 

deus to give and administer the said oath 

d declaration to the said members; and do 
jereby order and direct them to administer 
he same accordingly. Provided fur 


and we do hereby for us, our heirs an 


chosen deputy-governor of the said cor- 


poration, unless he shall at the time of 
such election, be a natural-born subject 
of England, or naturalized, and shall then 

1s own. name, I; his o . 
right, and den his own use, three thou- 


also have in 


guccessors, constitute, ordain and appoint, a 
that no person shall at any time be capa- 
ble of being chosen a governor of the said 
corporation, unless he shall at the time of 
such election, be a natural- born subject 
of England, or naturalized; and shall also 
then have in his own name, in his own 
right, and for his own use, four thousand 

pounds or more, in the capital stock of the 

said corporation. And that no person Qualification 
shall at any time be capable of bein 4 


— 5 


her, ; Qualification ; 


I of governor. 


wp "I < £*- ». A 
# e 392 Gi 


irectors. person sh all be 0 


Office vacant 
by lessening 


HAR: BR R oF THE 
alification of. the- nid. corpora on. And that 1 no 


36. 


apable of being chosen a 
director of the said ap FE Who 
shall not at the time of such choice be 
a. natural-born. subject of England, 

turalized; and shall also then ae in ere 
own name, in his Own. right, and for his 
con use, two thousand pounds or more 
in the said capital stock. And that no 
governor, deputy-govern aor, or directors, 
shall continue in his or their respective 
offices, longer than the continuance of 
such their respective interests and stocks, in 
their own names and rights, and to their 
own. uses respectively; but upon parting 
with, or reducing his or their respective 
share or interest in the said capital stock, 
to any lesser sum or sums than as aforesaid, 


he said respective offices or places of such 


Oaths to be 
taken by go- 
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governor, deputy-governor, or directors, 
so parting with, reducing or diminishing 
their said shares, or interests, as aforesaid, 

Shall cease, determine, and become vacant, 
| and others to be chosen in their rooms, by. 
a general court of the said corporation. 
Provided also, and we do by these presents, 


* 


for us, our * Fw Pn e Will, or- 
dain, and appoint, that the said Sir 7 


" Houblon, | weten nominated to be the first 


governor, or any person hereafter to be 
chosen to the said office or trust of gover- 

nor of the said corporation, shall not be 
capable of executing or acting in the said 

office or trust of governor at any time, until 

he respectively shall have taken the oaths 
appointed to be taken by an act made in the 

first year of our reign, entituled An ac Oath of aue- 
for the abrogating of the oaths of supremacy and 1 | 
allegiance, and appointing other oaths ; and 
shall not be capable of executing of, or: | 
cting in the said office or trust of gover- 

nor at any time or times hereafter, until _ 
he respectively shall have taken the cor- : 


_ Poral oath following, to wit, I A. B. do Oath for 


Swear, that the sum of four thousand pounds of _—_— 
the capital stock of the body politich, called by 
the name -of the Governor and Company of the 
Bank of England, whereof I am appointed or 
elected to be governor, doth at this time belong 
to me in my own rigbt, and not in trust for any 
other person or persons: aubatsoe ver: And like- 
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Oath to the 
* 


power, | by all lawful way. 


privileges thereof ; and that in the execution of 


Oaths to first 


overnor, to 

e admini- 
stered by the 
Jord keeper, 


Chancellor of 


the Exche.- 
quer, chief 
baron. 


Oath to suc- 


ceeding go- 
vernors, how 


administered · 


= ER __—— 
being nominated: or. elected to be Governor of the” 


and means, en- 
deavour to support and maintain the body politicb, 
or fellowship of the Governor and Company of” 


the said office of governor, I will faithfully and 


8 honestly demean. myself, according to the Best of | 


my skill and understanding, so help me God. 
Which oaths to the first and present 
governor above-named, shall and may be 
administered by the keeper of our great 
seal of England; or by the chancellor of our 
Exchequer, or chief baron of the Court 
of Exchequer, or any of them for the time 
being. And to any future governor, shall 
and may be administered by the chancellor 


of Exgland, or keeper of the great seal of 


y the chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, or chief baron of the court of 
Exchequer, of us, our heirs or sue- 
governor, or deputy-governor of the said 


BANK. or ENGLAND, | 39 
corporation, for the last preceding year; 


or, (in case a deputy-governor shall be 
then sworn into his office) then by such 
deputy-governor, And we do hereby for 
us, our heirs and successors, direct, au- 
thorize, and appoint the chancellor of 
England, and keeper of the great seal of 


England, chancellor of the Exchequer, and 


chief baron of the court of Exchequer, or 


any of them for the time being, or such 
preceding governor, or preceding deputy- 


— * 
- 2 


governor, or such deputy-govern eie 
qualified as aforesaid, to administer the 


said oaths to every or any such per- 


son appointed or elected to be governor 


of the said corporation, as aforesaid. 


Provided also, and we do hereby for us, 


our heirs, and successors, will, ordain, 
and appoint, that the said Michael Godfrey, 


hereby nominated, constituted, and ap- 
pointed to be the first deputy-governor, or 
any person hereafter to be chosen to the 


office or trust of deputy-governor of the 


said corporation, shall not be capable of 
executing or acting in the said office or trust 


The like 
oaths for the 
deputy-go- 
vernor. 


of deputy-governor, until he shall have 
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How admi- 


nistered. 


Oath to suc- 
ceeding de- 


puty-gover- 


nmors, how ad- 
mimistered. 


* 


Oath of di- 
rectors. 


governor. Which oaths, to the first deputy: 


4 CHARTER or THE 


taken the like oaths, mutatis an as 
are before prescribed to be taken by the 


governor abovenamed, shall and may be 
administered by the keeper of our = 
seal of England, or by the chancellor of 


the Exchequer, or chief baron of the 


court of Exchequer, or by the first go- 
vernor of the said corporation, after him- 
self shall be first sworn as aforesaid. 
And to any future deputy- governor, 
shall and may be administered by the 
chancellor of England, or keeper of the 
great seal of England, or by the chancellor 
of the Exchequer, or chief baron of the 
court of Exchequer, of us, our heirs, or 
successors, for the time being, or by the 
governor or deputy-governor of the said 
corporation, for the preceding year. And 
they are hereby respectively authorized and 
directed to administer the said oaths to any 
deputy-governor accordingly. Provided 
also, and we do by these prides; for us, 
our heirs and successors, will, ordain, and 
appoint, that none of the said Sir Jh Hu- 


bard, Bart. Sir Names Houblon,” Sir William 


| Obes Sir William Scawen, ' 
| Wann e a 
Bo daing, ton, Edward Clerke, © James Denew, 
Thomas Goddard, Abraham” 
Heathcote," 
bert 


and ohn 


made in the first year of our reign, enti- 


BAHE of eb NUBs 8 
Sir Henry Fur. 


as Abney, Sir William Hedges, 
ridges, 5 James Bateman: Geor ge 


Houblon, Gilbert 
Theodore Janssen, Jobn  Lordell, 
Samuel Lethi eulller, 'Wilham Paterson, RO. 
Raworth, John Smith of Beaufort Buil- 
inge, Obadiah''' Sedgwick; | Nathaniel Tench, 
ard, Esqrs. hereby nominated, 
constituted, and appointed to be the first 


twenty-four: directors of the said corpora- 


tion, or any other person or persons here- 
after to be chosen to the 


e office or trust 


of a director of the said corporation, shall 
be capable to execute or act in the said 
: office of a director, until he or they shall 


respectively have taken the oaths menti- 
oned and appointed in and by one act 


ths 


ruled, 4 


# for the abrogating of the od 


ur act in the said office or trust of a direc= 
tor, at any time or times hereafter, until 
he or they 4 respectively |: ; shall | have : + 9 8 


Oath of alle 
glance. 


of © Supremacy and allegiance, and appoi ing 
vorher oaths; nor shall be capable to execute 
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- Oath for 


stock. 


Oath to the 
Company. 


How admi- 
nistered to 


the first di- 
rectors. 


name of — and C 


nominated, and every of them respecti 
sghall and may be administered by the said 


a CHARTER or rb 
the corporal oath following, to wit, I A. B. 


do wear, that the sum of t thousand poutds of. 
the capital $teck of the body politick, called by the 
zompany of the Bank 

erecf I am appointed or clefiedt 
Fand at this time belong to me, in 
my 0Wwn. wk and not in trust for any other 
Person or peruuns ꝛohatdeuer. And likewise 
another oath, in the form, or to the effect 
following, viz. I A. B. do swear, that in 
the. office of 4 Director of the Corporation or 


Company of the Bank o, England, I will be 


mndifferent and equal to all manner of persons, 
and I will give my best advice and asststance, 
for the support and good government of the aid 


corporation. And in the execution 'of the said 


Mee of director, I will faithfully and bonestly 


demean my self, according to the best of my Skill 
and understanding: So help me God. Which 


oaths to the first twenty-four directors here 


| keeper of our great seal of England, or by 


the chancellor of the Exchequer, or chief 
baron of our court of Exchequer, or by the 
Hoot — or r-depu y-governor, herein 


— 5 


for us, our heirs and successors, will, or- 
dain, and appoint, that all and every the 
other members of the said corporation, 
having each five hundred pounds or more, 
interest or share in the capital stock of the 
said corporation, before he or they seve- 


BANE OF ENGLAND. 4 


: befote named, 80 as such first governor, or 
1 hy case they or either of 
them, do adminis 


er the said oaths to the 
said directors, or any of them) be first sworn, 


as is before mentioned. And the said oaths Od to die- 


ceeding di- 


to any future director or directors, shall and vater, how 


administer- 


may be administred by the chancellor of © 
England, or keeper of the great seal of Eng- 


land, or by the chancellor of the Exchequer, 


or chief baron of the /court of Exchequer, 
of us, our heirs or successors, for the 
time being, or any of them, or by a sworn 


| governor, or deputy-governor of the said 


corporation, for the time being, or by the 


governor or deputy-governor for the pre- 
ceding year; and they are hereby autho- 
rized and required, to administer the said 


vaths to all and every such director and 
ime to time accordingly. 
Provided also, and we do by these presents, Oath of elec- 


tors. 
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any general court to be held for the said 


corporation, shall take the said oaths. ap- 
pointed in and by the said act of par- 
liament made in the first year of our reign, 

Oath of . entituled, An act for the. abrogating of the 


Pointing other | oaths, ; before the said gover- 

How admini- hor, or deputy-governor of the said Cory 
poration, for the time being, who are 
hereby respectively authorized to admi- 
nister the same; and also the oath in the 
words, or to the effect following, that is 
0 8 the to say, I A. B. do wear, that I will be 
Faithful to the Governor and Company of the 

Bank of England, whereof Jam a member, and 

in all general courts, when and as often.as I Hal! 

be present, will, according ta ibe best of my 

kill and understanding, give my advice, coun- 

gel, and assistance, for the support and good 
government of the said corporation. 80 help 

Nuker me God. Provided nevertheless, that any 
7 person or persons, commonly called or 


known to be Quakers, having each five 


share in the capital stock of the said cor, 


caths of supremacy and allegiance, and ap- 
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poration, before they shall be ene of N 
voting in any such general court as afore- 


said, shall and may, instead of the oaths 


hereby prescribed to be taken by the re- 


pective members, having each five hun- 


dred pounds or more, as aforesaid, be- 


fore the said governor, or deputy-gover- 


nor, solemnly promise and declare, as in 


the presence of God, in words, or to the 


same effect, (mutatis mutandis) with the 
said oath last herein prescribed to be 
taken by the members of the said corpo- 
ration, having five hundred pounds or 
more, interest or share in the capital 
stock of the said corporation, and shall 


severally subscribe the same, together with : 
the declaration appointed for such dis- 
senters as scruple to take oaths, by ano- 
ther act made in the first year of our reign, 


entituled, An act for exempting their Ma- 
jesties Protestant subjects, dissenting from the 


church of England, from the penalties of cer4 
tain laws; which declarations and sub- 
scriptions, the said governor and deputy- 


governor for the time being, or either of 


them, are hereby impowered and required 


4 Power to ad- to take and administer. 
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1 7 furti hom ore; 
our will and pleasure is, and we do wit 
for us, our heirs and successors, ordain, 
and appoint, that the said court of direc- 
tors shall have power and authority to ad- 
minister an oath to all the inferior agents 
or servants, that shall be employed in the 
| beryice of the said corporation, for the 
faithful and due execution of their several 
places and trusts in them reposed, in the 
words, or to the effect following, that is to 

say, 1 A. B. being elected into the office or place 
of ireasurer, to the Governor and Company of the 
Bank of England, do Swear, that I will bs 
true and faithful to the said governor and com- 
pany, and will faithfully and truly execute and 

discharge the said office or place of treacurer, 10 
the utmost of my Skill and power.” So help me 
God: And the like oath to the other agents 
and servants, mutatrs mutandis. And in case 
any person hereby nominated, or hereafter 
to be elected governor, deputy-governor, or 
director, as aforesaid, shall for the space of 
ten days, after such nomination or election, 
ene refuse to take the respective n 
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shall refuse or neglect to take upon him; 


his, or their offices, that then and in every 
such case, the office and place of every 
n person so neglecting | 
become vacant,: and others be chosen in 
their places by a general court of the said 


zorperation.. And we do hereby further 


x refusing, shall 
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Dividends 


_- and appoint, that no dividend shall at how made. - 
any time be made by the said governor and 


company, save only out of the interest, 


profit, or Proc uce arising by, or out of the 


said capital stock or fond, or by such deal- 


ing, buying or selling, as is allowed by the 
said act of parliament, until redemption by 
parliament of the said yearly fond of one 
hundred thousand pounds; and that no 


dividend, whatsoever, shall at any time be 


made without the consent of the members 


of the said corporation, in a general court, 


qualified to vote as aforesaid. And we do Four nent 
hereby will and appoint, that the said go- year. 
vernor, or in his absence the deputy-go+ 
vernor for the time being, shall from time 

to time, and are hereby required, upon 

such notice to be given, as aforesaid, to 


summon and appoint four general courts 
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at least in every year, whereof one to be 11 
the month of September, another in the 


month of December, another in the month 


oOf April, and another in the month of Juh; 


and we do further will and appoint, that if 
at any time or times, there shall be a fail- 


ure of holding a general court in any of the 


said months, by the default of the governor, 
and deputy-governor, or either of them, 


that then, and so often, and in every such 
case, any three or more of the directors of 


the said corporation, shall and may summon 


and call a general court, which shall meet 
and be holden in the month next coming 
after the month in which the same should 


have been holden, upon the summons of 
the governor or deputy governor as afore- 


A general 


court to be 
Summoned at 
any time on 


demand. 
. 


said. And moreover, we do by these pre- 


sents will, direct and appoint, that the 
said governor, or in his absence the deputy- 


governor, for the time being, shall from 


time to time, upon demand to be made by 


any nine or more of the said members, 


pital st. 


having each of them five hundred pounds, 
or more, interest or share in the said ca- 
ck, within ten days after such 
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8 governor, or 
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In case of 


death of wi 


vernor, 
puty-gover- 


nor, or di- 


rectors. 
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elect and choose any other mb , 
members of the said corporation, qr 


Shall, 80 Gen * — 1 rde Ri 


1 n ws 1, fin vg to determine the 
same by the maj jority of thi ir votes, as afore- 
said, who may remove, or displace all or 
any of the sad overnor, deputy-governor, 
and directors, for such misdemeanors or, 

duse of their, offices, and elect god, choose 


others i in his. or their ro 


ag pr 1 es of N 
five and twentieth, day of Apri r 
before directed to be made. e in ones y 
case, Where any governor, deputy-gover or, 
or directors, shall happen to die, or be re- 
moved, or his office shall otherwise b become 
void before the expiration of the time fo p 
which he shall have been elected, t 

part of the members of the sa 


he said corporation 
to be assembled in a general court, and 
being qualified as aforesaid, shall and may 


« i 


s aforesaid, into the office, of such gover- 
nor, deputy-governor, or lünen. that 


the next usual time hereby appointe 
election, and until others Shall b 
chosen and worn. 
dering and managing the affairs of the said erer. 
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4 duly | 
d for the better or- Hon es 


puty-gover- 


corporation, we do by these presents, for 29 220 0 


rectors shall 


us, our heirs, and successors, grant unto aer cen 
the said Ge 
Bank of England, and their successors; And 
we do, by these presents, will, authorize, 
and appoint, that the said governor, 


power given 


rernor and Company of the tem. 


; | Fe Wl . . Er WY 1 
ty-governor, and directors for the 


eme being, er any thürteeu dr mne r 
them, (of which the governor, or deputy- 
governor to be always one) shall and may 


from time to time, and at all convenient 


times, assemble and meet together at any 
convenient place or places, for the direction 


and management of the affairs and busi- 
ness of the said corporation, and then and 


there to hold courts of directors for the 


purposes aforesaid, and summon general 


courts to meet as often as they shall see 


cause. And that the said governor, deputy- 
governor, and directors, or the major part 
of them so assembled, (whereof the go- 
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vernor is to be always 


n ording to” suc 
9 8 orders, rules 01 


or deputy-s 


di- 

from time to time be 
| given upto. dem. by: the- Sera : 
on- And in all 
"—_ | where. —_ ka 18 ns, 
ders, rules, ar directions. hy or from. t I 
general court, shall be w 


widen and, 


ke 
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the Mejor part of them 150. assembled. 
(whereof the governor or deputy-gover 0 
2 to 5 2 8 ae ent and 


ind business of 
ve said — in the. borrowing. or 
receiving. of monies, no: giving seul 


ing of bullion, _. or eee or in lng 
any goods, wares, or merchandi 
soever, Mm Shall really, and 
left or deposited with the 
for money lent or ady Fi 
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selling such goods 
des of lands, purchased by the said 


agreed, or kin erm months after, or ou : 
as shall or may be the 


ration, or in the lending or advanc- 
monies of = cg corpo- 


rities yg the same, Any d but choose a 
appoint the agents or servants which shall 


from time to time be necessary to be em- 


ployed in the affairs or business of the d 


corporation, and to allow and pay reasonable 2 


salaries and allowances to the said agents 
and servants respectively, and them or an 
of them from time to time to remove or 
displace, as they shall see cause. And ge- 
nerally to act and do in all matters and 
things whatsoever, which by the said re- 
lament shall or may be 
done, and in all matters and things 
soever, which they shall judge necessary 
for the well ordering and managing of 
the said corporation, and the affairs thereof; 
and to do, enjoy, perform, and execute 
all the powers, authorities, privileges, acts, 
and things, in relation to the said corpo- 


cnAR-TTR or TE 


as if the same were done by the Governor 


and Company of the Bank of England, * 
by a general court of the same: aubject 


nevertheless, to such restrictions, limita- 


tions, rules or appointments, as are con- 


tained in the sad recited act of parliament, 
for, or concerning the trade, business, or 


affairs of the said corporation, or otherwise 


Power to ge- relating thereunto. And we do hereby for 
neral courts 


K TT] ee heirs and successors, give full 
Ws. "Full 


qualified for electors, as aforesaid, in their 
general courts or assemblies aforesaid, by 


majority of their votes, as aforesaid, to 


make and constitute such by-laws and or- 
dinances, for and relating to the affairs 


and government of the said corporation, 
and the imposing mul&s and amerciaments 


upon offenders against tlie same, as to them 
shall seem meet, so that such by-laws be 


not repugnant to the laws of this our 


kingdom, and be confirmed and approved, 


Muldcts and a- 4 JJ ⁰˙ ů Ds £5, PIPES! 7 Hy OO TMP EYN 3 BY 
goon” according to the statutes in such case made 


Shall be to the 3. ee e . POR Ps IN © er. 
we of the and provided. All which muléts and amer 


company. 


ou Hon.” as fully to all intents and purposes, : 
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ciaments . and may be nd _ 


covered to the only use and behoof of 
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the said Governor and Company of the | 


ank of England, and their successors, 
W. any account, or other matter or 


thing to be therefore rendered to us, our 


' General 
heirs or successors. And also to allow such courts to al- 


Salaries or allowances to the said gOvernor, 1 pom 
deputy-governor, and directors, as to them mee 
shall seem meet. 4nd we do hereby, for TY: 13 
us, our heirs and successors, ordain and general court 
appoint, that the first general court for the 
said corporation shall be held within the 

space of twenty-eight days next after the | 
date of these presents. Provided always, Directions 
and for the ascertaining and limiting how, rhe as 


signment of 


and in what manner, and under what rules fon ma 


1 


the said capital stock, and yearly fond of 


one hundred thousand pounds shall and 


may be assignable and assigned, transfer- 


able and transferred, by such person and 
persons as shall from time to time have any 
interest or share in the same; we do here 


by direct and appoint, that there shall be 


constantly. kept in the publick office of the 
said governor and company of the bank of 


Form of 
mager ; 


in a capital Sock ond fond of 


By letter of 
attorney, 


Ir rene eee erent 
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said capital stock, and yearly fond, or any 
Part thereof, shall be by an entry in the 
said book Or books, signed by the pa ty 80 
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7 ihn. wir ness * FEY 

1 = moves which mier Acceptance. 
$f: ths person or persons, bodies politick or 
s, corporate, to whom Wee assignment or 
"i transfer shall be made, or some other per- 
von by him or them lawfully authorized 
he thereunto, shall sign his or their name or 
r || names, attesting that he or they do freely 
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| Bnglond, ry register, or b el or 


ee, that the 
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method and manner 
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find 0 the Governor and Company of the Bank of 


OR and all en arising thereby, unto 
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ken wirness * band 
8 Under which transfer . 
the person or persons, bodies politick or 
rporate, to whom such assignment or 


transfer 5 shall be made, or some other per- 3 
son by him or them lawfully authorized 
thereunto, shall sign his or their name or 
names, attesting that he or they do freely 
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to ing, or eee g Nn interest or N in 
the said capital stock or fond, and such 
eee or assignment shall be good a 

available, and convey the whole estate and 
interest of the party transferring, or order- 


| Devixeableby f ing the same to be transferred. Provided. 


will, attested 


by three wit- always, that any Pe 


nesses. 


son having any share 

or interest in the said capital stock or fond, 
may dispose or devise the same, by his last 5 
will and testament, attested by three or 


Fotry of the more eredible witnesses. But however; 


devise in the 


Ks. 


Fal s that such devisee shall not transfer the 


same, or be intituled to receive any divi- 
dend, until an entry or memorandum of : 
80 much af the said will, as relates to the 
aid stock or fond, be made in the book or 
books, or some other book or books, to be 
Governor or kept by the and governor and- company for 
ee " ror that purpose, And we do hereby wilt .and 


to vote in ge- 


pra courts, appoint, that the said governor, or or in his 
unless in case e bsenee nne shall not have | 


of equality of 


votes. 
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in and by all things valid, and effectual in 
the law, according to the true intent and 
courable and beneficial sense, for the best 


in our courts. of record as elsewhere, not- 


sure is, that these pres 


4 nevertheless, that all matters an 


and Sub- commit- 
tees. 


things which the said governor, deputy-go- 


d, order and direct to be done by sub- 
amittees, or other persons appointed 
under them, shall and may (by virtue of 


mittees, or other persons S0 appointed. 

And we do * us, our heirs and successors, Non ob. 
and declare, that these our letters pa- Pate: 
tents, or the inrollment thereof, Shall be, 


meaning of the same; and shall be taken, 
ns J adjudged in the most fa- | 


p FR 
* - y 2 = „ 
0 1 d, of 


of the said corporation, as well 


ny ee mee 


ts to the governor p per- 


and company. Wr Ann 


8 


hall be 3 din ma mer 
: . 3 ae ls fine or fee, great or : 


te E small, t. us, in our H N naper, or elsewhere 

toouruse n any ways to be W 

Covenant to, Paid, or made. And we do hereby for us, 
irs. SY successors, covenant, gra 


power. Hur h -ar 
and agree, to and: with the said a ee 
and company, and their successors, that 
we, our heirs and successors, shall and will 
I from time to time, and at all times heres 
after, upon the humble suit and request of 
the said go rernor and company, and their 
guccessors, give and grant unto them, all 

such further and other powers, privileges, 
authorities, matters and things, which we 
or they can or may lawfully grant, and as 

Shall be reasonably advised and desired by 
the council learned of the said governor 
md compa n he ITY 00 . n 

be approved by our attorney, 

general e behalf. In wi 
woe have caused these ou _— 
at {om Mitness our aac At: N. 
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1 seven and twentieth _ of . in ee 
sixth ou of our reign.” - 


1 


* 


prot; 


3 writ of Pric Seal, 


Intrat. int. Record. Domini 
Regis Willielmi Tertii, in- 
fra Recept. Scaccarii 5s, 
remanen. in Officio Clerici 
Thbesaurarii al. Clerici ; 

Pellium decimo die Junii, 
15695. Annog; Regni dicki 
Domini Regis Septimo. 
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 Bleekions, oh Tine, Manner, and Seruti * 


V [HEREAS it 5, 0 x wa, 1 by ex- e ara. 

perience, that many incertainties and in- te. 

conveniencies have happened for want of a 

due and regular method of proceedings at 

general courts of election, for ein 925 

whereof i in time to come, | 
1 hereby ordained and As 9 that erde : 

at every general court for any election, — in 

every member qualified to vote, and being print.” 28 

Present, wall deliver in writing or print a 

1 
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note or list, containing the name or names | 


of such person or persons, (members of 
this corporation respectively qualified, ac- 
cording to the tenor of the charter,) as he 
thinks fit, to serve and execute the office 
or employment, for which such election 
is to be had or made, and that at every ge- 
neral election each elector shall deliver in 
writing or print only the name of one per- 
son qualiſied for the place of governor, and 
only the name of one person qualified for 
the place of deputy-governor, and no more: 
and for directors, a list of the names of four and 
twenty persons qualified for directors, and no 
Ifmore or more nor less. And that in case any person 


less names 


than the h. shall deliver in writing or print any more 


mited num 


ber, the vote than one name for the place of governor; 

o be rejected. 

one name for the place of deputy-governor; 

or a list of any more or less than four and 

twenty names of persons qualified for direc- 

tors, the same shall be reputed and deemed 

as no vote, and the said list and all the 
names therein shall be totally rejected. 9 

d Paragr leo an And that in case at any general court of 

zjeted election of directors, any person shall in 


wherein are 


above 16 of such list insert the names of any more than 


the last years 1 
directors. sixteen of thos Persons, who were chosen | 


ey Pw” J 


or Aire 


or THE BARE or EN L abo. 


If the gover- 


either of the go nor or depu- 


ty be inserted 


vernor or ene ene elected for the in the list of 


directors, it 


ensu ing year, such list shall be rejected. e 
And that in case it shall happen that ff wo per- 


And that if in any : iet fen deen there 40 Paragr. 


155 making the scrutiny for any election 5 


of governor, deputy-governor, or directors; lt, he 
any two or more persons qualified for the choice to de 
respective office or employment, for which N N 
he or they shall be named, shall have an 
equal number of votes which shall, or may 
entitle one, or more of them, to such office, 
or employment; the election in such case, 


shall be determined and settled by the ge- 


neral court, in Which such mans Shall 


be reported. 


And that if on nigh the scrutiny for Hadan 
any election of governor, deputy-governor, 8% 3 
N aken names 

ors, it shall fall out that two or 1 be deter- 
more persons qualified for the office for mb he 


| | scrutineers, 
which such election shall be made, have the gn oF 


1 Bug 


same christian and sir names, and are not magen 
distinguished by their additions, or that * wu 


— yer — n 
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wrong christian name in any note, or list, 
is placed to a sir name, when but one per- 


Son of that sir name is qualified for the re- 
| gpettive office, or that any literal mistakes 


be made in c 


© 
98 


istian or sir names: in all 


and every the cases before mentioned, such 
undistinguished wrong or mistaken name 
or names, shall be kept, and not thrown 
aside, or rejected, but the rest of the list 
shall be allowed: And the persons ap- 
pointed to take the scrutiny at such elec- 
tion, or so many as shall be present, may 
determine the person, or persons intended 


by such undistinguished wrong, or mistaken 
name, or names, provided they, or the 
major part of them, shall agree in ascer- 
taining the person or persons, so meant or 
intended. But in default thereof, the same 
shall be determined and settled by the ge- 


neral court, in which such serutiny shall be 
ee 


And that no nate; or lt shall * ee 


8 el after for any election after the glass 1s finally 


the glass is fi- 
1 xaled sealed up, according to the time prefixed for 


the doing thereof, but such note or list shall | 
be rejected. T5 | 


9 
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And that if any member of this corpo- 8 Paragr. 
ration shall hereafter use, or procure to be or procure 
used, any indirect means, to obtain any means to ob. 
vote, or votes, for the election of himself, 

or any other, to be governor, deputy-go- 

vernor, or directors of this corporation; 

and be thereof declared guilty at a general 

court to be called for that purpose, such 

person shall from thenceforth, for ever be 
incapable of being elected to, or 5 5 


such office or place. 


gth P 
And that in all elections of committees 9th e 


eee to be had or made by 4 general committees 


by a general 
court, the same orders, rules, and methods, qe 
(so near as the case will admit) shall be manner. 
used, observed and kept, and under such 
penalties and disabilities, as are herein be- 
fore prescribed, for or concerning the elec- 
tion of renner W nee and di- 
rectors. CL 5 ” 

And in case, at any annual a court 19th Wa 11 


of election, all the twenty-four directors two thirds of 


: the old direc- 
for the preceding year, or more than two tors be cho- 


sen, all above 


thirds of them shall happen to have the that number 


to be remov- 


majority of votes, for being directors for the ed. 
N — 
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F ensuing year, that then the remaining one 
third, or other less number of the said 
twenty- four, (over and above two thirds 


of them) as shall happen to have the 
fewest votes, shall be removed, and such 


eight, or other less number of the other 
members of this 1 ber 


as aforesaid, who have 


next to those 80 removed, ny 1 wg de 


and serve as directors for the — | 


11th OE = 
Part Page. 
by-law to be 
printed in the 
ist for the 
annual electi- O 
on. 


year, in the stead and place of those so 
removed, and shall be Wel and sworn 
according lr 
And that the first, seco rw, 
Seventh, and eighth paragraphs or clauses 
of this by-law shall be inserted at the end 
of every printed list, that shall be given 


out, at or before the annual elections of 
governor, deputy-governor, and directors, 


to the end the members of this corporation 
qualified to vote, may be well informed and 
directed! in VE ging» in e votes. 


— 1 . 


j 0%ꝶ—04ß8oA "0 ð³ y ww JF -—- 


o THB er TR: " M 


— 


| Pang 11 0 the Ball or a. Lins and PT: FELT wt : 


mW; e, . 


Fro 


"Dons. It f 1s: ee * WE'D 8 in 15t Paragr, 


In all questi- 


all general courts, upon any election, or ons relating 


to one person 


other question to be made, or determined, or thing, the 


ballot ir de- 


concerning any one person, matter or thing manded byg) 


only, the ballot shall be allowed and used, 
in case the same be demanded by any nine, 


or more members, then qualified to elect 


and vote, and not otherwise. 


And that in al general. courts Upon =: 2d | Paragr. 

| All questions 
any election or dusstion. to be made or relating to 
| more than 


determined, concernin g more than one one person or 


thing, to be 
person, matter or thing, such election or determined | 


y notes in 


question shall not be determined by the bal- writing * 
lot, but by notes or lists 1 in writing, of the nine. 
members qualified to vote, put into a 
glass, in the same manner as the court 

of directors have been hitherto chosen; ; 

case the said determination by notes or 

lists shall be demanded by any nine or 


more persons qualified to vote. 


7 4 
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The erden And further, that from and after the five 


to be chosen 


by the ballot, and twentieth day of March, 1698, and so 


b yearly, and every year for ever, all and every 
ann. the officers, ministers, agents, or servants, 
employed or to be employed by this cor- 
poration, or by the governor, deputy- 
| | governor, and directors, or any of them 
in the service of this corporation, shall 
be elected by the court of directors, every 
Fear, by the ballot, Ae thirty days af- 
5 e 5 governor, deputy-governor, and 
Ketons. e 


„ „ 


1 auh 7 the Common Seal, and bow, to, te 


Se 
e eee 
.. ĩͤ . „ 


8 0 8 
* 
9 N * 5 : 
. „ n * Ne 0 « A 
x ads 5 0 „ x% 7 


Lem, It 18 e OY: the Seal of this | 
corporation shall be carefully kept under 
three locks, the three keys whereof shall be 
geverally kept by such three of the governor, 
deputyrgovernor, and directors for the time 
being, as the court of directors, from time to 


= 


Aa Ww 


of mon 
waiting, subject to such regulations as the be left under 
court of directors shall appoint, be thought 


or Tub BANK or ENGLAND, « 


time shall empowor to keep the same. And 
« that the said seal shall not be affixed or 


set to any paper, or parchment, writing, 
or instrument whatsoever but by an order 


of the court of directors for that pur- 


pose first had and obtained: And also in 


the presence of three or more of the go- 


vernor, deputy-governor, and directors for 


the time being. 
Il 


Ker "g the GA SH. 


Item, It! 18 a 0 the _ of this All the cach 


(except the 


corporation, (excepting such sum and sums runving cash 
ett in the 


y, 28 shall, by the committee in hands ef the 


cashiers) to 


ee logks, 


necessary to be left in the hands of one or 


more of the cashiers, for running cash,) 
shall be carefully kept under three or more 


locks, 


he keys whereof shall be kept by 


such theee or more of the governor, de- 
a kee, and directors, as the said 
K 


Nr 


r 
N 
2 
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No money to 
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be lene but all, and every other thing, and things, re- 
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court of directors, from time to time shall 


Ag: 


_ empower to keep the same, each of the sal 
Loans SETAE Ss one of the Said > ar "397 


"4 

; 8 3 
mm 
- „ CES Y >. 


The RE and Business of Courts of Die. 
tors, and their R . 


A courtof Item, For the more easy and safe dispatch 


directors to 


be held once of the business of this corporation, to the 


a week at 


least. honour and benefit thereof, it is resolved 


and ordained, that a court of directors 
shall be held once in every week at the 
least. And that such court may and shall 
from time to time (as occasion shall re- 
quire) appoint sub- committees, and give 
all needful directions to such sub- com- 
mittees, concerning what securities shall 
be taken for money to be lent, and of 
what nature or kind; and also in what 
proportions, and touchin g and concerning 


what, and 


how, the quisite in that behalf. And it is hereby 


court of di- 
rectors shall IC 
order. 


ained, that no money shall be lent upon 


or THE-BANK. or ENGLAND. 0 3 


any _ sort of security, or in any other 


0 Proportion, or to any other value, or other- 


wise disposed of, than what, or as, shall be 
from time to time, first directed by the said 


court of directors. And that every sub- 


committee shall weekly lay before the said 


court of directors, so to be held as afore- 


said, an account of what monies are or shall 
be then owing by this corporation under 
their common seal, and what securities 


8 sub- 
committee to 
lay their pro- 
ceedings 
weekly before 
the court of 
directors. 


shall have been a. or other business 


| transacted or negotiated by them, touching 
this corporation, during the then last pre- 


cod n 8 week. 


VI. BY-LAW. 


Dealings of Governor, Deputy, and Directors, 


with the Corporation, not 15 be concealed. 


em, Fo or the prevention of fraud and de- 


ceit in all and every the transactions of this 
corporation, it is resolved and ordained, ; 
that in all cases whatsoever, where the go- 
vernor, deputy-governor, and directors of 


or Tüf company. 


the corporation, or any of them, shall have 
any dealing or business with this corpora- 
tion, upon their own account, separately 
or in conjunction with any others, for or 
in respect of any talhes, bills of exchange, 
pawns, pledges, or othet contract, or bar 
gain whatsoever, by, or from, to, or with 
this corporation, that then and in every such 
1 case, such governor, deputy-governor, and 
act, may, director (80 having any such business with 


and directors, 


to publish to this corporation, in manner as aforesaid) 


the sub- com- 


mittee their shall at the time of his or their negoti- 


the expora= äting or transacting the same, declare and 
e e publish to the sub- committee for the time 
8 198258 being, fully, fairly and clearly, such his 
share and interest, whether sole or joint 
with others, in all and every such affair or 
business by him or them so negotiated or 
transacted, as aforesaid, and all the parti- 
The penalty. cular circumstances thereof. And if any 
such governor, deputy-governor, or direc- 
tor, shall at any time wittingly or willingly 
offend contrary to this rale, ordinance, or 
by-law, such person so offending, being 
first accused thereof in any general court, 
and summoned to answer the same, and 
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afterwards declared guilty thereof by ano- 
ther general court, shall immediately be- 
come, and be deemeéd and reputed to be, 
incapable for ever, either of holding or 
enjoying, or being chosen again into the said 
offices of governor, EY eee direc- 

fork; or en nth | £6 $2: OH © 


VII. BY-LAW. : 5 
The concerned in Debates fo W! ithdraw. 


Trem, Tt is * and Gitane that in 
all cases, where any question or debate shall 
at any time arise or be made, touching or 
concerning any person or persons, (members 
of this corporation) or concerning any mat- 
ter or thing relating to any such person or 
persons, or wherein he or they shall be con- 
cerned, such person or persons, touching or 
concerning whom such question or debate 
is, or shall be had or made, shall have 
or give no vote relating thereto, but shall 
withdraw and be absent, during such de- 
bate concerning himself, or any matter or 
thing wherein he is concerned. 


i oo 
"5 MS — 
PF THE COMPANY 
5 | 


8 21 . e . 3 
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Vu. BY-LAW. 


Borroꝛing on the Seal. 


\ 


* Tem, It is hereby ordained, that the 
to bo ron, governor, deputy-governor, and directors, 
the common OT any of them, Shall not at any time 
exceeding * hereafter, without the consent and direc- 
one time, tion of a general court first had, witting- 
moose. ly or willingly borrow, owe, or give se- 
curity under the common seal, for any 

sum or sums of money, exceeding in the 

whole, at any one time, twelve hu ndred 
thousand pounds, or procure the borrow- 

ing, owing, or giving security for any 

such further sum or sums of money, by 

bill, bond, or other covenant or agree- 

ment, under the common seal of this cor- 


The nalt 
for > doing, Por ation, as. aforesaid; and in case the 


thereuno, * common seal shall be set or affixed to any 
bill, bond, or other agreement for money 
contrary to this ordinance or by-law, that 
then each and every the governor, depu- 
ty-governor, and directors or other mem- 


8 
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bers of this corporation, who shall or- 
der, procure, consent, agree to, or wit- 
tingly approve of the same, and be thereof 
lawfully convicted, shall for every such 
offence severally forfeit to the said Gover- 


nor and Company of the Bank of England, 
the sum of one thousand pounds of law- 


ful English money, and also all such fur- 
ther and other sum or sums of money as 


the said Governor and Company of the Bank 
of England shall be damnified, 1 or by 
reason thereof. „ 


IX. BY-LAW. 
Selling PAIVNS. 
em. It is resolved and ordained, that 


all jewels, plate, bullion, or other goods, 
ch attels or merchandizes whatsoever, which 


shall be pawned unto this corporation, or 
left and deposited therewith, as pawns, 


or pledges for money to be lent or ad- 


vanced thereon, and not redeemed at the 
time agreed on, or within three months 
9— shall een, they are 
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sold) be sold at a. publick sale, by inch 
of candle, in manner as in such cases is 
usual, upon three days notice thereof, 
first given by writing, on the Royal- Ex. 

change, or upon such other publick no- 

tice as the court of directors shall think fit. 
And that no sale of any such goods, chat- 
tels, or merchandizes (not redeemed as 
aforesaid) shall be had or made in any 
other manner. 


, BY-LAW. 


For Transfers, and Registering Contracts, what 
1] 70 be nord. 


For transfers ¶ Item, 1 18 ordained, ont upon all trans- 
fers to be made of any share or interest in 
the capital stock or fund of this corporation, 
the sum of five shillings and no more, shall 
be paid by the party, transfering to, and 


for the use of the corporation, for, and to- 
wards the bearing and defraying the charge 
of books, accomptants, law- duty, and other 
ine regiver like expences. And that upon every promise, 


contract, bargain, covenant or agreement, 
4 : 


bat. 
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to be made for the buying or selling of any 
share or interest, in the capital stock or 


fund of this corporation, or for transfer- 


ring the property thereof in trust, or other- 
wise, which shall be brought to be re- 


gistered in the book or books of the bank, 

the sum of two shillings, and no more, 
shall be paid for such registering, (by the 
party desiring to register the same) to and 
for the use of this corporation. 


XI. BY-LAW, 


Alnsainst the Servants taking any Rewards. 


Lem, It is ordained, that no officer, ser- 


vant, or other person whatsoever, employed, 


or which shall hereafter be employed by this 
corporation, for or about any business of 
the same, shall presume directly or indi- 
rectly to receive or take any fee, gratuity, 


or reward of any sort, kind, or quality 


whatsoever, for the doing or dispatching, or 
the not doing or delaying, any business or 
affair belonging to this corporation, or for 


any other reason or colour, or upon any 
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The penal ty. 


account relating to his or their respei 
employment, or otherwise concerning this 
corporation howsoever, from any person or 

persons whatsoever, other than only from 


this corporation, or by order thereof, or of 


the court of directors. And that if any 
person or persons employed or to be em- 
ployed, as aforesaid, shall offend contrary 


to this ordinance or by-law, such person 


shall be for ever incapable of holding, 


or being chosen again into such his, their, 


or any other employment, in or under this 
corporation. 


XII. BY-LAW., 
| General Cuurts, for Di vidends, bo a Y rarly. 


Item. It is ordained, that twice in every 


year a general court shall be called and 


held for considering the general state and 


condition of this corporation, and for the 


making of dividends, out of all and singular 


the produce and profit of the capital stock 
and fund of this corporation, and the 
trade thereof; amongst the several owners 


and proprietors therein, according to their 
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which Said courts shall be held on some | | 


day between the tenth and twenty-fifth 


day of September, and the other on some 
day between the tenth and twenty-fifth 
day of March, yearly. | 


XII. BY-LAW. 


| Nearly Recompences to the Cn Deputy- 85 


Governor, and Di rector. 


Tem, It is . chat _ ante: re- 


compences to the governor, deputy-go- 
_ vernor, and twenty-four. directors, which 
(pursuant to an order of the general 


court held the twenty-s1xth of April, 


1695) were presented them for the year 
1696, be yearly continued to them re- 
spectively, until further order of the ge- 


neral court shall be made therein, 


XIV. BY-LAW. | 
Taking and Reading the Minutes of Cord; 


L Trem, It is ordained, that the minutes 
of all debates, orders, resolutions and 
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LS transactions, had, made and agreed on, 
| at every general court and court of di- 
| raectors, shall hereafter be taken and writ- 
ten down by the secretary, or the per- 
son chosen and swern to be his assist- 
ant, in a book to be kept for that pur- 
pose; and that before any such courts 
shall be adjourned or dismissed, the mi- 
= nutes of that court Shall be read over au- 
1 dibly, by the secretary, or by such his 
assistant, as aforesaid. 


FINIS. 


